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Connecting with Our Natural
Heritage

Over 100 hundred years ago, 83% of Iowa's land
was covered with prairie vegetation, while forests
and wetlands occupied the remainder of the land.
In Johnson County, the early historic landscape was
dominated by prairie prior to European settlement and
forests were present along most valleys where rivers or
extensive wet areas protected them from fire. Wetlands
and lakes were small and concentrated along valleys.

In a span of around 70 years, ending in about 1900,
97% of our state was converted to farmland. Because
of this dramatic and rapid transformation, very little
of the original ecosystem exists, and what remnants
have survived, are unique and valuable resources to
our community. The City’s reconstructed prairies and
wetlands are now habitats that contain species of
plants, animals and insects native to Iowa'’s landscape.

A reference gmde of
Natural Areas managed
by the lowa City Parks and
Recreation Department.
March 2019
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Waterworks Park
Peninsula Parkland
Hickory Hill Park
Longfellow Prairie
Rohret Road Prairie
Sand Prairie
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7. Whispering Meadows
Wetland Park

8. Terry Trueblood
Recreation Area

9. Ryerson Woods

oD Hwy 218

10. Sycamore Greenspace
11. Oxeye Prairie
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12. Riverfront Crossings Park

13. Hunters Run Park
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