1.

CITY OF IOWA CITY CiTtYy ofF lowA CITY
CDBG-CV APPLICATION GUIDE

INTRODUCTION

In response to the Coronavirus Pandemic (COVID-19) the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban
Development notified the City of lowa City that they will receive a formula allocation of Community
Development Block Grant (CDBG-CV) funding to be used specifically for the prevention of, preparation
for, and response to the Coronavirus. This allocation was authorized by the Coronavirus Aid, Relief, and
Economic Security Act (CARES Act), Public Law 116-136, which was signed on March 27, 2020

The City of lowa City is accepting applications from qualified agencies to aid in the prevention of,
preparation for, and response to the Coronavirus throughout the community. All applications must also
meet a National Objective, Eligible Activity, all federal CDBG requirements, and fulfill one of the
following activities:

e Homeless prevention & services

e Child care services

e Mental health services

e Food assistance

AVAILABLE FUNDING
A total of $164,169 is available to qualifying projects within the City of lowa City through the first round
of CDBG-CV funding.

ELIGIBLE ACTIVITIES

Public Services: Funding may be used for public service activities serving low- and moderate-income
(LM1) residents of lowa City including advocacy, case management, referrals, service coordination,
education, counseling, legal assistance, and funding for staff to implement these activities. Funded
activities must be part of a strategy to prevent, prepare for, and respond to the COVID-19 pandemic.
Applicants must demonstrate that the assistance will go towards costs that are above and beyond their
typical scope of services as indicated by additional people served, new services provided, etc.

Public Facilities: Funding may also be used for facility improvements including but not limited to
acquisition or retrofitting existing space with protective barriers, social distancing controls, or other
protective measures that will allow safe provision of services to low- and moderate-income clientele as
part of a strategy to prevent, prepare for, and respond to the COVID-19 pandemic.

NATIONAL OBJECTIVE
All proposals must achieve a CDBG National Objective by benefitting low-moderate income persons.
e At least 51% of those benefitting from the program (persons or households) must have incomes
at or below 80% of the area median income (AMI) based on household size (see Income Limit
table).



e For programs that benefit individual households, all households must earn less than 80% of the
median household income.

e Recipients must document that the National Objective is being met. CDBG allows households to
self-certify their income with their signature, though a percentage of beneficiaries must also
provide source documentation such as pay stubs or a Social Security statement to verify the
household’s income. The City must approve this percentage based on the program and number
of beneficiaries. This source documentation must be kept in the client’s file and is subject to
monitoring when City or HUD staff review client files.

INCOME LIMITS
(effective 7/1/2020)

. Extremely Low Income Very Low Income Low Income
Household Size ) A : )
30% Median Income 50% Median Income 60% Median Income 80% Median Income

1 $21,250 $35,450 $42,540 $54,950

2 $24,300 $40,500 $48,600 $62,300

3 $27,350 $45,550 $54,660 $70,650

4 $30,350 $50,600 $60,720 §78,500

5 $32,800 $54,650 $65,580 $84,800

6 $35,250 $58,700 $70,440 $91,100

7 $37,650 $62,750 $75,300 $97,350

8 $40,100 $66,800 $80,160 $103,650
TIMELINE

a. Applications will be made available online on Tuesday, July 21%, 2020.

b. Submissions will be due by noon on Wednesday, August 5%, 2020.

c. If remaining funds are available, applications will be accepted on an ongoing basis until all
available funding has been allocated.

d. Funding will be provided as a reimbursement after the contract has been executed and
sufficient documentation has been provided by the applicant. Expenses incurred after
March 17, 2020 and future expenses may be eligible.

APPLICATION REVIEW
a. Applications will be reviewed by City Staff for the following

i. Project Eligibility
ii. Project Need (as it relates to COVID-19 response)
iii. Agency Capacity

iv. Readiness to Proceed

v. Community Collaboration

vi. Population Served

vii. Program Budget

b. Notification of awards will be made within one week of the application deadline.

c. The City of lowa City reserves the right, at its sole discretion, to award all, a portion, or
none of the available CDBG-CV funding, and may reject any and all proposals based on the
quality and/or merits of the proposals, or when it is determined to be in the public interest
to do so.



